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Members of the Adrian Empire may copy and distribute this document to other members
of the Adrian Empire so long as copyright credit is given and no changes are made in the
text.
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CIVIL DUTIES
        1. Advise the Imperial Crown in the drafting of Imperial Crown writs.
        2. Review Imperial Crown writs for conflict with existing Imperial Crown writs and
Imperial by-laws.
        3. Review chartered subdivision codicils and writs for conflict with Imperial law.
        4. Conduct hearings of writ if a member challenges Imperial Crown or Crown writ.
        5. Draft model laws for the Imperial Crown, Crowns, and Royal Peers upon
request.

PARLIAMENTARY DUTIES
        1. Act as chairman of the Imperial Estates.
        2. Approve and execute Imperial Estate writs on behalf of the Imperial Estates.
        3. Assist the Imperial Estates in drafting law.
        4. Advise the Imperial Estates of potential conflict between the Imperial by-laws
and a proposed Imperial Estate writs or law.

JUDICIAL DUTIES
        1. Draft charges of violation of law on behalf of the Imperial Crown.
        2. Act as prosecutor if the Imperial Crown is the complainant.
        3. Determine if the Statute of Limitations applies.
        4. Organize the Imperial court and assist the Imperial Crown in its conduct if a
member other than the Imperial Crown is the complainant.
        5. Advise accused members of their rights.
        6. Assist chancellors of chartered subdivisions in conducting courts.

CIVIL COURTS

        Civil courts are convened at the request of any member desiring that a rule of law
be clarified, expanded or extrapolated. Civil Courts are extremely powerful, as Case Law
has given them the right to rule on the intent of the estates as well as extrapolate new law
by
examining the intent of one or more by-laws as they apply to a set of facts. As a practical
matter such courts are called when a member of lessor power disputes an action or ruling
of a member of greater power. A historical note for future Chancellors, Civil Courts are
also called "Article XVI" courts, after the by-law provision that created them in the early
by-laws.
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Rules for Convening a Civil Court:

           1. The request must be in writing and presented to (The party receiving the
        petition shall become the Presiding Justice of the court.) either
           a. The Crown
           b. A landed Royal Peer
           c. The Imperial Chancellor
           d. The Regional Chancellor

           2. The request must clearly state the rule of law to be evaluated, and the reason
        for the evaluation.

           3. The Presiding Justice must determine that the petition represents a legitimate
        point of ambiguity, and is not an attempt to interfere with the Royal right to create
        Crown Writ. The Presiding justice may consider, among other things, whether or not
        the dispute involves a clear or ambiguous by-law provision, his own knowledge of
        Case Law and custom, as well as his own common sense. If the Presiding Justice
        rules the petition invalid, the complaining party may appeal to a single higher
        authority. Only one such appeal may be made.

           4. The presiding justice must determine if he will hold an emergency court or a
        full court. An emergency court may be convened on the spot, but its ruling affects
        only the event in which the court occurs. A full court may create law, as in a Writ,
        until the next meeting of the Estates.

           a. A full court is held not less then 30 days from the date of the petition. As
           indicated the ruling of the Court becomes Law until accepted or rejected by the
           Estates. The rulings of an Emergency Court are effective only during the event
           in which they are held.

        Members of the Court

           The Presiding Justice shall select two members of either the Royal or Great
        Estates. Any such Peer who plans to give testimony to the Court shall be excused.
        The petitioner shall further have the right of rejection over one selection of the
        presiding justice. Preference in selection shall be given to 1. Royal Peers. 2. Earls
        and Comtessas 3. Landed Great Peers and then all other peers. In the event that
        and emergency court is to be held, and only two acceptable peers are available the
        senior Knight present and able to serve may substitute for a Great or Royal peer. A
        court shall not be held with less then two such peers. In the event that the Presiding
        justice is not a Royal or Great peer then the court must contain two such peers.
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Conduct of the Court

           The Court shall be afforded a quite place to meet and confer. The presiding
        Herald of the Event, or a herald selected by the Presiding Justice, shall act as Bailiff.
        The Bailiff shall administer an oath of fidelity and good faith to the Court. The
        Herald shall then compile a list of all members wishing to give testimony. The court
        shall hear from each such member, and may pose questions to them. The Petitioner
        shall speak second to last, and the Crown or Noble whose actions are to be effected
        shall speak last. When all testimony has been heard the court shall meet and confer,
        and render its decision in writing.

COURTS OF JUSTICE

        There are two types of Justice courts, although their function is identical, Royal
Courts and Hundred Courts. A Royal Court is conducted by a Crown. A Hundreds Court
is conducted by a Ruling Noble. A Knight may elect to be tried by a Court of Chivalry. It
is the obligation of the Crown to advise the Knight of this right. The Chancellory shall
have the obligation to fairly and impartially assist either, or both, parties in preparing their
case. The court is held not less then 30 days from the date of the notice. As indicated the
ruling of the Court becomes Law until accepted or rejected by the a higher authority
hearing an appeal.

        Royal Court.
A member who wishes to complain of the conduct of another member,
may request the Crown to convene a Royal Court. The Crown may elect to reject the
charges if it is self evident that the charges are without merit.

        Conduct of a the Court

           The Court shall be afforded a quite place to meet and confer. The presiding
        Herald of the Event, or a herald selected by the Crown/Ruling Noble, shall act as
        Bailiff. The Bailiff shall administer an oath of fidelity and good faith to the Court.
        The Bailiff shall then compile a list of all members which a party, or their counsel
        will call to give testimony. The court shall hear from each such member, and may
        pose questions to them. The Complainant shall speak second to last, and the accused
        shall speak last. When all testimony has been heard the court shall meet and confer,
        and render its decision in writing. Either party may appoint another member to
        represent them.
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Hundreds Court.
A member who wishes to complain of the conduct of another member, but does not wish
to invoke a full Royal Court may request that the Ruling Noble having jurisdiction over
the offending party convene a Hundreds Court. The Ruling Noble conducting the Court
may elect to reject the charges if it is self evident that the charges are without merit. The
charging party may appeal to higher authority. There are two major restrictions on
Hundreds Courts:
           1.A Hundreds Court may not assess a penalty which deprives a member of any
        award, order, rank, title, or membership rights.
           2.A Hundreds Court may only assess a penalty which can be completed by the
        member at the same event in which the penalty was assessed. In the event that the
        member elects not to complete the penalty in the same event, or to appeal the ruling
        to a Royal Court he shall remain under Judicial Ban until such a time as the appeal
        is heard or the penalty completed.

        Conduct of a the Court

           The Court shall be afforded a quite place to meet and confer. The presiding
        Herald of the Event, or a herald selected by the Crown/Ruling Noble, shall act as
        Bailiff. The Bailiff shall administer an oath of fidelity and good faith to the Court.
        The Bailiff shall then compile a list of all members which a party, or their counsel
        will call to give testimony. The court shall hear from each such member, and may
        pose questions to them. The Complainant shall speak second to last, and the accused
        shall speak last. When all testimony has been heard the court shall meet and confer,
        and render its decision in writing. Either party may appoint another member to
        represent them.

        Courts of Chivalry.
Knights are afforded the right to be judged by their peers. A Court of Chivalry is
conducted by a Magistrate and three (3) Knights. It has been established that commoners
may also be judged by a Court of Chivalry. This may be at the commoners request or at
the order of the Crown. Note that the By-laws do not require the Crown to agree to a
commoners request to a Court of Chivalry.

        Members of the court

           The accused Knight shall designate one Knight to act as his advocate on the
        Court. The complainant shall likewise designate one Knight. The advocates shall
        meet and confer and select a third Knight to act as Arbiter. A vote of any two
        Knights shall be binding. The Crown or the Chancellor shall act as Magistrate. The
        Magistrate shall insure that none of the Knights on the Court are material witnesses
        or exhibit a bias for or against a party to the case. The Magistrate shall conduct the
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        Court, and rule on all points of law. The Magistrate shall not vote on the outcome.
        A vote of any two members of the council shall be binding. If the Court determines
        the accused is guilt they shall recommend a punishment to the Crown. The Crown
        shall not reject the recommendation of the Court without just and stated cause.
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Conduct of the Court

           The Court shall be afforded a quite place to meet and confer. The presiding
        Herald of the Event, or a herald selected by the Magistrate, shall act as Bailiff. The
        Bailiff shall administer an oath of fidelity and good faith to the Court. The Bailiff
        shall then compile a list of all members which a party, or their counsel will call to
        give testimony. The court shall hear from each such member, and may pose
        questions to them. The Complainant shall speak second to last, and the accused shall
        speak last. When all testimony has been heard the court shall meet and confer, and
        render its decision in writing.

           1.Courts of Justice v. Mundane Law.  A Court of Justice shall never convene for
        violation of a mundane law, ordinance or code unless: the infraction occurred in an
        Adrian Empire context and affected an Adrian Empire event and all mundane
        procedures relating to the infraction have been concluded. In the event that a
        member is arrested or charged by mundane authorities for a crime that may have
        occurred in an Adrian Empire context, the Crown shall have the right to suspend the
        member(s) participation rights until mundane court procedures are concluded.

           2.Courts of Justice may be called for the following reasons:
           a.A member has committed an act or caused an action that so disturbed the
           harmony, order and enjoyment of the activities of the Adrian Empire as to
           warrant Crown intervention.
           b.A member is accused of treason against the Crown or the member's Liege
           Lord. Treason is defined as the taking of any action or aiding any others in
           acting in a manner which damages or thwarts the legitimate interests of the
           individual's Liege Lord. Participating in a crown civil war by an individual who is
           not in personal fealty to the Crown shall not be construed as treason.
           c.A member accuses another member of violating their rights and the individuals
           themselves cannot resolve the matter.
           d.Evidence is presented to the Crown that a member has willfully violated the
           Imperial by-laws, local codicils, or crown writ.
           e.Resolve a member's qualifications for knighthood.

           3.Statute of Limitations.  The charges must be filed against a member within 30
        days of the occurrence of the offense.

           4.Judicial Ban.  The purpose of Judicial Ban is to insure that a member accused
        of an infraction can not act to destroy evidence, interfere with the judicial process or
        attempt to alter the law to their benefit. Because of the severity of a Judicial Ban it
        is not automatic upon the filing of charges. The Presiding Justice shall at his sole
        discretion determine if the facts presented warrant this drastic measure. Only the
        Imperial Estates may place the Imperial Crown under a Judicial Ban. A member
        under Judicial Ban may not:
           a.Hold landed estate or office, but such shall be restored to him at the
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           conclusion of judicial process, outcome permitting.
           b.Vote in any Estate Meeting.
           c.Sit on any Civil Court or Court of Justice.
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        5.Right of Appeal.  A member shall have the right to appeal a finding of guilt to
        a higher court so long as they shall do so in writing within 30 days. All penalties
        shall be in effect, except that a banished member shall be allowed to attend those
        events necessary to prepare for his appeal, but shall not be permitted to participate
        in the activities of the event. A member whose rights have been effected by any
        court may appeal to each Royal Peer within his domain, up to and including the
        Imperial Crown. The Complainant shall have no right to appeal an adverse ruling.
        The decision of the Imperial Crown is final.

           6.Punishment.  The right to decide a member's punishment who is found guilty
        by a Court of Justice is solely the Crowns. All such writs of punishments must be
        reviewed by the Imperial Crown.
           a.Censure and Apology.  The member is publicly required to admit their guilt
           and apologize to the membership.
           b.Loss of Award(s), Order(s), Rank(s), and/or Title(s).
           c.Service.
           d.Judicial Ban.
           e.Banishment.  The member is barred from attending any event within the
           Empire for 1 year. The Imperial Crown may extend the punishment to three
           years. The Imperial Estates may extend the punishment for life. A banished
           member may petition the Crown and Estates for readmittance after one year. A
           banished member shall permanently lose the highest rank, title or station held
           upon readmittance. A banished member shall be under judicial ban for 2 years
           after readmittance.


